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Instrumentation 

 Piccolo 

2 Flutes 

2 Clarinets  

 Bassoon 

2 Horns in F 

3 Trumpets in Bb 

2 Trombones 

 Bass Trombone 

 Tuba 

2 Timpani, 4 drums split between two players 

 Gran Cassa 

 Tubular Bells 

 Violin I & II 

 Viola  

 Violoncello 

 Contrabass 

Contextualization Notes 

This piece was written for the University of Wisconsin Green Bay’s December concert alongside other student 

composers. The real interest of the piece came from experimentation of what could be done with the univerity’s string, 

wind, and percussion ensembles. Many parts were written with particular players in mind, and matching what the ensembles 

strengths were with interesting symphonic concepts. The name of the piece came from the idea of ‘the man in the moon’ 

being an artificially conceived face in the sky that is always present to those who look up to see it. The silliness of the name 

partly comes from the distaste and difficulty of naming pieces; naming a piece often tells the listener what to listen for and 

gives an immediate meaning to a piece. A funny way to challenge that, in an effort to displace any immediate assigning of 

meaning to a piece, is an absurd and abstracted title, so that listeners are left searching endlessly through the piece to find 

the meaning of that abstracted title. That way, the piece is able to do what it can without too much guidance from a name. 

Duration 

about six to seven minutes  

Premiered  

2nd of December 2023 

UWGB String Orchestra and Band 

Conductor 

Dr. Luis Fernandez 
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